
Mrs. Ernestine T. Carreathers
March 8, 1925 - December 1, 2015

IN LIEU OF FLOWERS: Donations to ETC's beloved alma mater Wiley
College appreciated... 

 PAYABLE to Wiley College 
 IN CHECK MEMO - Carreathers Scholarship SEND to Wiley College

Institutional Advancement 
 711 Wiley Ave. Marshall Tx 75670 Phone #903 927 3388 

 

OR ONLINE: http://www.wileyc.edu CLICK "Donate Now" button 
 

OR GO directly to https://secure.acceptiva.com/?cst=0560f9 
 

PLEASE RESTRICT YOUR GIFT to the Carreathers Scholarship. 
 

LODGING: Holiday Inn Select, 31380 FM 2920, Waller, TX 77484, Phone
#936 372 3700 

 

Ernestine T. Carreathers 
 

Ernestine Loretta Thurston was born to Artie Mae Watson and Ernest
Thurston. A major influence as she grew up in Denison, Texas was her
stepfather, Prince Benjamin Hilliard. Ernestine attended Denison’s Anderson
School and Terrell School, where she worked to excel in the classroom and in



extracurricular activities such as the band (majorette) and Glee Club. 
Enrolling at Wiley College in Marshall, Texas, Ernestine learned much—not
only in the classroom and through school activities, but as she worked for the
Dean of Women and for the Business Office. She became a charter member
of Alpha Kappa Mu Honor Society and was initiated into Phi Chapter of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. in 1945. Ernestine graduated Wiley College Cum
Laude with an English major, French minor Bachelor of Arts degree in 1945. 

 Marriage to her sweetheart Raymond Eugene Carreathers, whom she met
during high school, was next. They committed to a life time of service and
education—each supporting the other’s goals. Ernestine’s academic goals
took her to Southeastern State College of Oklahoma (M. Ed.), Kansas State
Teachers College, North Texas State University (Administrator’s Certificate),
Prairie View A&M University, University of Houston, and St. Thomas
University. 

 Ernestine began her teaching career in Denison at her alma mater Terrell
School, where she was Elementary Principal for six years. One achievement
during the 20 years she taught in Denison was participating with her co-
workers in a lawsuit for equal pay for African-American teachers…which they
won. During this time she was active in teacher organizations, taught Sunday
school, ushered at Hopewell Baptist Church, volunteered at the Boys Club,
sponsored Camp Fire Girls, and was a member of Denison Public Library’s
Friends of the Library. 

 In 1967, Raymond and Ernestine moved their family to Prairie View, Texas.
During 20 years at Royal Elementary (Brookshire), she taught reading and
coordinated the Reading Lab. Ernestine received the Human Relations Award
and was appointed to the Hearing Committee for Texas State Teachers
Association (TSTA). She also served for a period as Waller County Teachers
Association President. During retirement she worked for 10 years at Prairie
View A&M University as a Supervisor in the Alternative Teacher Certification
Program and also taught Remedial Reading. 

 Active in the Prairie View community, Ernestine held offices including Basileus



in the Zeta Gamma Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., and
was Golden Soror. As a member of St. Francis Episcopal Church, she served
on the Vestry, as Senior Warden, Lector, and Eucharistic Minister. She was a
member of Jack & Jill, and served as treasurer of the organization. Her
political endeavors include having served as treasurer of Waller County
Democratic Club. In state and federal elections, she was Voter Registration
Precinct Clerk and worked as Precinct Judge. Along with Raymond, she
became an entrepreneur when they opened Amistad II Bookplace. 

 Ernestine Thurston Carreathers was widowed in 2003 after 46 years of
marriage, and she was preceded in death by her sister Bernice ‘Bonnie’ Baker
and brother Clifford V. Grissom, Jr. She is survived by her daughter Denise
Carreathers Armstrong of Prairie View, Texas, son Kevin Ray Carreathers
(Marilyn) of Prairie View, Texas, grandson Lemuel Eugene Armstrong of
Spring, Texas and great-granddaughter Shelbi Armstrong of Chicago, Illinois,
as well as a host of relatives, extended family and friends.



Cemetery Details

Prairie View Cemetery

Prairie View, TX 77446

Previous Events

Viewing

DEC 11. 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

St. Francis of Assisi Episcopal Church
2000 Phillip Street
Prairie View, TX 77446

Ivy Beyond The Wall Ceremony

DEC 11. 6:00 PM (CT)

St. Francis of Assisi Episcopal Church
2000 Phillip Street
Prairie View, TX 77446

Funeral Service

DEC 12. 10:00 AM (CT)

Johnson-Phillip All Faiths Chapel
Campus of Prairie View A&M University
Prairie View, TX 77446



Tribute Wall



CD

LE

January 28, 2023 at 11:58 AM

Mrs. Ernestine T. Carreathers

Cathy Douse-Harris - December 09, 2015 at 07:53 PM

Denise and Kevin, 
  

We wish to express our heartfelt sympathy
during your bereavement and pray for God's
continual comfort in the days to come. Your
Mother was truly an "Angel" on earth to all who knew and loved her.
Our Heavenly Father has called her home and we celebrate with
you her amazing life and legacy.

  
Robert and Cathy Harris

 Pearland, TX

Lionel F. Evans - December 09, 2015 at 08:19 AM

Ms. Ernestine T. Carreathers was my mother while at PV...she was
so very sweet and humble...she made us Bahamians students feel
comfortable while we studied on the "Hill"....May her soul rest in
peace...my condolences to the family on behalf of all Bahamian
Students that she adopted and my family and I...R.I.P! Lionel F.
Evans
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Frederick V. Roberts - December 08, 2015 at 08:01 PM

My deepest sympathy to the Carreathers Family on the passing of
Mrs. Ernestine T. Carreathers. Mrs. Carreathers is among some of
the finest, elegant and classiest women I have had the pleasure of
knowing. I first met her in November 1973 and we adopted each
other - she was one of my PV Moms. I learned a lot from Mrs.
Carreathers - I guess I have a deep penchant for English Teachers
thus the close affinity. She will be missed dearly from the academy, I
only wish others had the pleasure of knowing and associating with
her. May her kind spirit and love for all mankind be forever grafted in
the memory of others. Rest in peace dear sweet soul!.


